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CLERK OF THE COURT

CONTESTANT
DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA
STEVE W. SANSON ) CASE NO l(o:}: ; i is’! ’(
) v
Contestant, )
- )
Vs. ) \/ l
) DEPT.NO.
PAUL ANDERSON )
: )
Defendant, )
)
Together with the Clark County Registrar )
Of Voters, JOE P. GLORIA and the )
Clark County Clerk, LYNN GOYA, )
)
Necessary Defendants. )
)
STATEMENT OF CONTEST

COMES NOW, Contestant, STEVE W. SANSON, and hereby files this STATEMENT

OF CONTEST pursuant to NRS 293.407, and alleges and pleads the following facts:
1. My name is STEVE W. SANSON and I am a registered voter of the political
subdivision in which the primary election in Nevada Assembly District 13 was held

on June 14, 2016. I was also a Republican Primary Candidate for Assembly District

\
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. The name of the Defendant is PAUL ANDERSON. The Defendant was declared

elected and the winner of the Nevada Assembly District 13 Republican Primary by

the County Commission canvass.

. The official canvass and result of the Assembly District 13 Republican Primary in

question was announced and declared by the Clark County Commission on June 22,

2016.

. The “Necessary Defendants,” the Clark County Clerk and the Clark County Registrar

of Voters are also named in this Statement of Contest because the Clark County Clerk
maintains the voted ballots, rejected ballots, spoiled ballots, challenge lists, records
printed on paper of voted ballots collected pursuaht NRS 293B.400, and stubs of the
ballots used, enclosed and sealed in the vaults of the County Clerk. See NRS
293.391(1). The Registrar of Voters reported the canvass to the County Commission

and is responsible for the Voting Systems used by the voters.

. The grounds for this Contest are as follows: Pursuant to NRS 293.410(f), there was a

possible and probable malfunction in the voting or counting devices used to record

and tabulate the votes.

. CONTESTANT believes that an inspection of the sealed, raw ballot and election

machine records are unlikely to match the processed electronic summary reports for
the Assembly District 13 Republican Primary. See Affidavit, attached as Exhibit

“A ”
.

. The initial proof supporting this Statement of Contest is included in subsequent

paragraphs and the attached Exhibits.




8. Due to the extremely short time allowed to gather data and analyze the election

1

2 results, additional evidence and testimony will be presented at the hearing on this

3 matter.

! 9. On June 22, 2016, the Registrar of Voters for Clark County, Nevada reported to the

z County Commission, in his official capacity, that he made significant changes to the
7 Voting Systems used for the 2016 Primary Contésts in Clark County, Nevada.

8 10. The “Changes” made to the Voting Systems included the following: (1) an “upgrade”

to the “outdated software;” (2) use of a new ‘early voting browser;” and (3) use ofa
new “mail-in vote system” which he declared was “much easier for the voters to use
and to tabulate the vote.” See Link posted from the County Commission website, of
June 22, 2016, Registrar of Voters report to the County Commission.

. The “Changes” made to the Voting Systems and described by the Registrar of Voters
for Clark County were not previously disclosed to the CONTESTANT and
CONTESTANT had no knowledge of the significant “Changes” to the Voting
Systenis until after the election and canvass.

. Further, pursuant to 42 U.S.C § 15481 ef seq., the CONTESTANT has the right to
inspect and manually audit the sealed, raw vote. See United States Code, Chapter
42, Section 15481, attached as Exhibit “B.”

. For the above-stated reasons and the attached Exhibits, CONTESTANT believes that
the electronically processed results reported for the 2016 Republican Primary in
Assembly District 13 cannot be trusted to accurately match the reported sealed

election records and actual votes cast.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

CONTESTANT believes there was a possible and probable malfunction in the voting
or counting devices used to record and tabulate the votes in Assembly f)istrict 13,
pursuant to NRS 293.410(f).

CONTESTANT allegés that by jointly reviewing the sealed records and the Voting
Systems, that it can be conclusively determined that a malfunctioning or some yet
unknown cause occurred to the voting hardware, software, business processes and
electronic reporting systems used by the State and/or Clark County to accept, create,
record and remove votes.

CONTESTANT s legitimate and demonstrable concerns about the Voting System
integrity can only be resolved if the sealed, physical voting source records and data
can be matched with the electronic summaries.

NRS 293.410(f) and NRS 293.391 allow for the inspection of the physical voting
source data and Defendant and Necessary Defendants should have no objections to
this validation process.

Based upon NRS 293.410, CONTESTANT believes this request is not a difficult or

unreasonable action to clear up and verify any doubts of the integrity of the canvass

~ and the entire computer Voting System and procedures. All future candidates will

19.

benefit from this simple validation process of the Voting Systems.
This Statement of Contest is allowed pursuant to NRS 293.410. It is clear, pursuant
to this Nevada law, that the CONTESTANT has a right to a hearing and to an Order

directing a .complete manual and physical review of the actual, recorded and tabulated

votes and the Voting Systems made in the Republican Primary for Assembly District

13.
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20. Specifically, CONTESTANT desires and needs to review the total combination of
mechanical, electromechanical or electronic equipment, including the software,
ﬁrmwafe and documentation required to program, control and support the equipment
that is used to define ballots, to cast and count votes, to report or display election
results and to maintain and produce any audit trail information, as well as the
practices and associated documentation used to identify system components and
versions of such component,-to test the system during its development and
maintenance, to maintain records of system errors and defects, to determine specific
system changes to be made to a system after the initial qualification of the system and
to make available any materials to the voter (such as notices, forms or paper ballots) -
(collectively referred to as “Voting System(s)”).

21. In order to clear up the doubts and concerns about the integrity of the Voting System,
neither the Clark County Clerk nor the Clark County Registra;r of Voters has any
reasonable basis to object to a complete review of the Voting Systems as described in
paragraph 20.

22. The Clark County Election Department’s stated Mission, Vision and Goals include,
among other things: (1) Provide transparent operations that maximize voter
confidence in the integrity and accountability of our election system; and (2) Striving
to be the nation’s leader in providing our communify with election services that are
transparent, efficient, and on the cutting edge of technology. See Clark County
Election Department Mission-Vision-Goals statement on its website, attached as

Exhibit “C.”
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23. The integrity of the Voting System and the results are the foundation for fairness,
justice and the trust of the citizens who exercise their constitutional right to
participate in the democratic process énd vote. Verifying the acfual votes cast with -
the reported results and canvass is imperative for a constitutional republic and the
trust of the citizens given to the government to oversee elections.

24. Should any evidence or information be uncovered pursuant to the review of the
Voting Systems, CONTESTANT reserves the right to amend this Statement of
Contest.

WHEREFORE, the CONTESTANT prays that this Court will hear evidence, testimony
and receive documents in to evidence in this Contest to determine the true and accurate votes that
were lawfully cast; 'and

CONTESTANT FURTHER seeks a Court Order directing the Clark County Clerk and
the Clark County Registrar of Voters and the CONTESTANT and DEFENDANT, as provided
under NRS 293.391(5), to jointly and physically inspect the Voting Systems records, and the
sealed election records of the 2016 Clark County Republican Party Primary for District 13, as
described in paragraph 20, to ensure the sealed voting records and /or Voting Systems were

secure and accurately matched the reported electronic summaries and the official canvass.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED thisgg 3 day of June, 2016.

ONTESTANT

STEVE W. SANSON
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VERIFICATION OF STEVE W. SANSON

STATE OF NEVADA )
) ss:
COUNTY OF CLARK )

STEVE W. SANSON, being duly sworn, under oath and the penalties of perjury, depos'esI
and says: I am the Contestant in the above entitled action, and am competent to testify as the]
contents of the attached pleading of my own knowledge; that I have read the foregoing
STATEMENT OF CONTEST and any Exhibits and know the contents thereof; that the same are
true to the best of my own knowledge, save and except to those matters stated upon information|

and belief, and, as to those matters, I believe the same to be true.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

TEVE W SANSON

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me

this day of ] \ (W 2016.
NOTARY PUBLIC in afd for said A s 8t pmn e n
County and State } S&5k, VICTORIA WAGNER
367 {857 Notary Public State of Nevada £
4 3 No. 15-2759-1 p
My Appt. Exp. Aug. 12, 2019 P

vvvvv
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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AFFIDAVIT OF STEVE W. SANSON

- FOR THE STATEMENT OF CONTEST

STATE OF NEVADA : )
- ) ss.
COUNTY OF CLARK )

1. I, STEVE W SANSON, being duly sworn, under oath and the penalties of perjury,

deposes and says:

. T am the CONTESTANT in the STATEMENT OF CONTEST, filed in Clark County,

Nevada. Iam providing this Affidavit in support of the Statement.

. My campaign began doing Polling on May 10th thru May 27th to get a consensus on how

residents in My District would vote. Polling results placed my candidacy in a dead heat

race with the incumbent Paul Anderson.

On each day of early voting, May 28 thru June 10®, we conducted Independent Exit
Polling. This polling’s showed some days a dead heat race, some days the incumbent was

up by 5 points, some days my candidacy was in the lead. The race was close.

To my disbelief I was floored when the early voting results came out showing the

incumbent with a 25% lead over my candidacy.

EXHIBIT A
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4. On June 22, 2016, the Registrar of Voters for Clark County, Nevada reported to the
County, in his official capacity, that he made significant changes to the Voting Systems
used for the 2016 Primary Contests in Clark County, Nevada. The “Changes” made to the
Voting Systems and described by the Registrar of Voters for Clark County were not
previously disclosed to the CONTESTANT and CONTESTANT had no knowledge of

the significant “Changes” to the Voting Systems until after the election and canvass.

5. Tt is my belief that the reported changes created errors with the voting machines and or

the voting system as a whole and did not tabulate or count the votes accurately.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

Dated this @’ ;] day of June, 2016.

STEVE W. SANSON
. CONESTANT

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me

this &/‘I’ day of June, 2016

Ol Dl sl NP LSNP P A

% VICTORIA WAGNER
2 Notary Pubiic State of Nevada

: > No. 15-2759-1

& My Appt. Exp. Aug. 12, 2019

M MM A A A A S A A A S A s a a-a oo oo

NOTARY PUBLIC in and for said
County and State

vVvevvy

EXHIBIT A
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42 USC 15481
NB: This unofficial compilation of the U.S, Code is current as of Jan. 4, 20]2 (see http:1fwww. Imv.comell.edu/mc&de/uscprlm.hml). '

TITLE 42 - THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE | o
CHAPTER 146 - ELECTION ADMINISTRATION IMPROVEMENT - ’
. SUBCHAPTER IIi.- UNIFORM AND NonmscmnmmronvEuecnoureguuomev
AND ADMINISTRATION REQUIREMENTS el T
Part A - Requirements A

§ 16481. Voting systems standards
(a) Requirements

" Each voting system used in an election for Federal office shall meet the following requirements:
(1) In general e , T :
(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the voting system (including any lever voting
system, optical scanning voting system; or direct recording electronic system) shall-—
() permit the voter to verify (in a private and independent manner) the votes selected by
the voter on the ballot before the ballot is cast and counted;
(i) provide the voter with the opportunity (in a private and independent manner) to
change the ballot or correct any error before the ballot is cast and counted (including the
opportunity to correct the error through the issuance of a replacement ballot if the voter
was otherwise unable to change the ballot or correct any error); and
(iii)- if the voter selects votes for more than one candidate for 3 single office—
(D notify the voter that the voter has selected more than one candidate for a single
office on the ballot;
(@) notify the voter before the ballot is cast and counted of the effect of casting
muitiple votes for the office; and '

() provide the voter with the opportunity to correct the ballot before the ballot
is cast and counted, -

(@ establishing a voter education program specific to that voting system that notifies
each voter of the effect of casting multiple votes for an office; and
(i) providing the voter with instructions on how to correct the ballot before it is cast
and counted (including instructions on how to correct the error through the issuance of a
replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise unable to change the ballot or correct any
error). .

(C) The voting system shall ensure that any notification required under this paragraph

Preserves the privacy of the voter and the confidentiality of the ballot.

() Audit capacity '

(A) Ingeneral

The voting system shall produce a record with an audit capacity for such system.

(B) Manual audit capacity .
() The voting system shall produce a permanent Ppaper record with a manual audit
capacity for such system, : '

(i) The voting system shall provide the voter with an opportunity to change the ballot
or correct any error before the permanent paper record is produced. -

(iii) The paper record produced under subparagraph (A) shall be available as an official
record for any recount conducted with respect to any election in which the system is used.

) Accessibility for individuals with disabilities E&IIB I T 8

-1-



42 USC 15481 | '
NB; This unafficial compilation of the U.S. Code Is current as of Jan, 4, 2012 (see htlp:/ﬁmm.lm. comell;edt:/uiséqde/z},sbp‘ﬂtit.hhnl).

The voting system shall— y
(A) be accessible for individuals with disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the

blind and visually impaired, in a manner that provides the same opportunity for access and

participation (including privacy and independence) as for other voters; -

(B) satisfy the requirement of subparagraph (A) through the use of at leastone direct recording
electronic voting system or other voting system equipped for individ'u_als with disabiliﬁes;at;_

each polling place; and

(O) if purchased with funds made available under subchapter II of this chapter on or after
January 1, 2007, meet the voting system standards for disability access (as outlined in this

paragraph).
() Alternative language accessibility

The voting system shall provide alternative language accessibility pursuant to the requirements of
section 1973aa~1a of this title,

(5) Error rates o
The error tate of the voting system in counting ballots (determined by taking into account only

those errors which are attributable to the voting system and not attributable to an act of the voter)
shall comply with the error rate standards established under section 3.2.1 of the voting systems

standards issued by the Federal Election Commission which are in effect on October 29, 2002.
(6) Uniform definition of what constitutes a vote

Each State shall adopt uniform and nondiscriminatory standards that define what constitutes a vote

and what will be counted as a vote for each category of voting system used in the State,
(b) Voting system defined '

In this section, the term “voting system” means—

(1) thetotal combination of mechanical, electromechani cal, or electronic equipment (including the

software, firmware, and documentation required to program, control, and support the equipment)
that is used— : ‘

(A) to define ballots;
(B) to cast and count votes;
(C) toreport or display election results; and _
(D) to maintain and produce any audit trail information; and

(2) the practices and associated documentation used—
(A) to identify system components and versions of such components;
(B) to test the system during its development and maintenance;
() to maintain records of System errors and defects; y .
(D) to determine specific system changes to be made to a system after the initial qualification
of the system; and '

(E) to make available ahy materials to the voter (such as notices, instructions, forms, or paper

ballots),
(¢) Construction
(1) Ingeneral

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a State or jurisdiction which used a particular

type of voting system in the elections for Federal office held in November 2000 from using the
same type of system after the effective date of this section, so long as the system meets or is

modified to meet the requirements of this section.

I I o

(2) Protection of paper ballot voting systems ‘ E XHI B IT B



42 USC 15481
NB: This unofficial compilation of the U.S. Code is current as of Jan. 4, 2012 (see http:/Avww.law.cornell, edu/uscode/uscprint.html).

For purposes of subsection (a)(1)(A)(i) of this section, the term “verify” may not be defined in a
manner that makes it impossible for a paper ballot voting system to meet the requirements of such
subsection or to be modified to meet such requirements.

(d) Effective date

Each State and jurisdiction shall be required to comply with the requirements of this section on and
after January 1, 2006.

(Pub. L. 107-252, title I11, § 301, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat. 1704.)
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http://www.clarkcountynv.gov/election/Pages/About.aspx

iCLARK COUNTY ELECTION DEPARTMENT!
: : Mrssron - Vision - Goals
Mission

;‘Our mission rs tobea dynamrc, progressive, and responswe orga"'Zatlon A%
}Oﬁefmg the citizens of Clark County multnfaceted election services that:

S Facmtate effectlve access to the'electoral process by all elug|ble voters |
to exercrse their voting rights; : .

e Extend the hlghest level of customer service to all citizens; and

S Prowde transparent operations that maxrmrze voter confldence in the
mtegnty and accountablllty of our election  system. : -

Vision

Stnvmg to be the nation's leader in providing our communlty W|th elect:on ,
;5,,_serV|ces that are transparent efficient, and on the cutting edge of technology

Goals

Develop a diversified; professional, motivated, and knowledgeable staff
hlghly capable of handling change in our electlon service reqmrements and
-in the organlzatlon iy

e Optlmlze the use of technology to maximize efficiency, minimize potentlal
© - for error; increase the security of our systems, and address the future needs
! of the votmg communlty o :

Create more opportumtles for eligible citizens to reglster to vote and cast\ Y
uthexr ballots ata. place and time thatis convement for, them.. A

Bunld strengthen and -expand outreach programs to create commumty

_networks that will partlc1pate in supportmg new:programs, promoting ourjf?? :
“- current services, recru:tmg workers, and motwatlng electors to exerase -
thelr votmg nghts

EXHIBIT ('



